Minutes of the Traffic & Transport & Environment Committee Meeting (TTE) held on 16 March 2026 at Saddleworth Civic Hall at 6:00pm

Present:	Cllr B Beeley (Chair), Cllr K Phillips (Vice Chair), Cllr J Garner, Cllr M Powell, Cllr B Witt.

Jeff Bayley (Delph Village Community).

Apologies:     Cllr E Adamson, Cllr S. Al-Hamdani, Cllr H Bishop, Cllr A Marland, Cllr P Gaul, Paul Sykes (Scouthead & Austerlands, Paul Clegg (Dobcross Village Community), Mr W Andrews, 
	Mrs T Rhodes (GGRA).

Absent: 	

1. Declarations of Interest:	None were declared.


2. Minutes of the TTE Committee meeting held Monday 15th December 2025 
Cllr Garner requested an amendment to agenda item 6 which was agreed. The minutes were then accepted and signed at the meeting by the Chair Cllr Beeley. Proposed Cllr Garner, seconded Cllr Phillips. 


3. Matters Arising

· Station Rd, Uppermill response from OMBC Highways
This was shared and discussed. It was noted that if the proposed new health centre goes ahead on the current leisure centre site, the roads would need to be greatly improved to accommodate the increased amount of traffic. 
Cllr Blackmore advised he had written to OMBC Highways regarding the issue, and also raised it with a question to Oldham Council and will share their responses when he receives it. 


· Parking on Grains Rd, Delph
Following the receipt of the letter from the Parish Council, residents were invited to attend this meeting to share their views and suggestions.  
They requested the volunteer speed services organised by GMP to be engaged.
They were concerned the 20mph limit in Delph is not enforceable; traffic calming measures were discussed.
The residents don’t feel this issue is parked cars, but speeding motorists who do not show consideration for other drivers. 
They advised the 7.5 tonne weight limit sign at the top of Grains Rd is not very visible and needs replacing and enforcing. 
Action – Clerk to contact GMP and Highways.

· Lydgate Crossroads
Mr Bayley shared a diagram of his suggestion to improve this junction. As Cllr Bishop was unable to attend the meeting it was agreed to defer this item to the next meeting. 

· Bee Network response
Cllr Beeley read out their response to our letter regarding driver littering and encouraged residents to contact them on the email address provided with their concerns at the time of the incident so those causing issues can be identified. 


4. Japanese Knotweed Concerns and update from Mr Andrew (Mersey Rivers Trust).
 Unfortunately Mr Andrew was unable to attend this meeting. 
Cllr Beeley advised that the Environment Agency make the rules and the Canal and Rivers Trust are responsible for treatment of the Japanese Knotweed. It is also the legal responsibility of land owners of the riverbank.
Cllr Blackmore advised a scheme in Nottingham had resulted in the Environment Agency treating 14 sites and asked why they can’t do that here in Saddleworth.
Cllr Garner asked why United Utilities had withdrawn the funding to the Mersey Rivers Trust (a Charity) to tackle knotweed. He also advised that OMBC had previously spray treated the area from Diggle to Greenfield, so requested we ask them if they are able to support us in other areas of Saddleworth.
Action – Clerk to write to the Environment Agency and the Canals & River Trusts and invite them to the next meeting to discuss ownership and measures required. Clerk to also request information from United Utilities on why the funding was withdrawn. 
 
Action – Cllr Beeley to look at the Land Registry documents to try and identify ownership along the riverbank. 

Action- Clerk to write to OMBC requesting support in spraying the knotweed.


5. Correspondence
Mrs Rhodes had sent an email regarding information on the large yellow bins original provided by the District Partnership, currently being stored at Moorhey Street. Cllr Beeley advised there was no longer any equipment to empty these bins and that the band contest, and other events, now use the large grey wheelie bins. 
An email was shared from Cllr Byrne keeping the Parish Council informed regarding an issue raised by a resident regarding parking issues in Delph. 


6. Public Questions
No further questions


7. New Concerns to report
Cllr Garner advised issues in Delph and Denshaw:
Junction Pub in Denshaw- markings need replacing outside
Denshaw Rd in Delph – markings need redoing, plus potholes need filling. 
Delph Village High Street - give way signage needs repainting.
Delph Village library- outside white lines and double yellows need remarking
Delph School - road markings faded.
Stonewood Care Home - zebra near needs repainting
Action – Clerk to contact Highways

Cllr Powell advised that the road Old Lane/Thorpe Lane in Austerlands is very narrow with minimal signage, plus drivers speeding near the cricket club. 
Action- Clerk to contact Highways

Cllr Garner advised he had received complaints that the 356 bus was not going along the correct route.
Action – Cllr Garner to investigate. 





8. Solar Power Civic Hall – update
Cllr Garner updated the meeting regarding the 3 quotes received which were currently being considered by the working group. It was agreed he would arrange a further meeting with the group to finalise. The next step would be to gain full Council approval and apply for a Public Works Loan.


Next meeting: To be agreed at the Annual meeting of the Council in May. 
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